These men have done a tremendous amount of soil survey in the spirit of this school and played a very important role in the development of the soil survey in Russia, The basic thesis of the work of this school among Russian soil survey men consists i« the thought that soil is a natural formation, which in its characteristics reflects all those natural conditions in which the formation took place. Taking for a basis a fact that the distribution of soils over the Russian plains so well coincides with the geological, climatic, and topographical peculiarities and the age of each region, Prof, Dokuchaeff and his followers, especially Prof, Sibirtseff, have developed a natural classification of soils of European Russia. (The basic idea of this classification, as well as the classification itself, was discussed by the author in an article in the Journal of Agricultural Science, Vol. 3, p* 1, pp, 80-85). This classification was afterwards adopted in all soil survey work and gave a large amount of data for further investigation and also for the development and the perfection of this classification,
The soil survey of Russia shows that, different in their characteristics, soils are situated in European Russia in the form of wide belts running from the west towards the east in the latitudinal direction and to a certain extent in parallel with the natural vegetation in European Russia, The extreme north portion of European Russia is occupied by tundra with the ever frozen subsoil, capable to support but a scanty northern vegetation and having practically no agricultural value. Further toward the south, in the forest region of northern Russia, lie northern podzols of morainal origin, which still further towards the south grade themselves into chernozem. Chernozem spreads as a wide bolt, having the after-morain-
